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This document introduces bootloading for Silicon Labs networking
devices. It describes the concepts of standalone and application
bootloaders and discusses their relative strengths and weakness-
es. In addition, it looks at design and implementation details for
each method. Finally, it describes the bootloader file format.
Silicon Labs’ Fundamentals series covers topics that project managers, application de-
signers, and developers should understand before beginning to work on an embedded
networking solution using Silicon Labs chips, networking stacks such as EmberZNet
PRO or Silicon Labs Bluetooth®, and associated development tools. The documents can
be used as a starting place for anyone needing an introduction to developing wireless
networking applications, or who is new to the Silicon Labs development environment.

KEY POINTS

• Introduces the Gecko Bootloader.
• Summarizes the key features the

bootloaders support and the design
decisions associated with selecting a
bootloader.

• Describes bootloader file formats.
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Disclaimer

Silicon Labs provides customers with data sheets, application notes and product briefs (“Product Documentation”) that are intended to present 
current, accurate and in-depth information about Silicon Labs’ integrated circuits, peripherals, modules and other products (“Products”). Silicon 
Labs may also provide reference designs, schematics, design �les, software, tools, documentation, consultation and other customer support 
materials (“Support Materials”) that are intended solely to assist customers in developing their own modules, boards or other applications or 
products that include one or more Silicon Labs Products and may not be used for any other purposes. 

Characterization data, device speci�cations, memory sizes, memory addresses and typical parameters can and do vary in different applications and 
are provided for illustrative purposes only, are subject to change without notice, and should not be relied upon without independent veri�cation. 
Product �rmware may be updated during the manufacturing process for security or reliability purposes.

Product Documentation does not imply or expressly grant any license to design or fabricate integrated circuits or modules.  Customers are solely 
responsible for the design and distribution of their products including the acquisition of licenses to any necessary intellectual property rights. 

Product Documentation and Support Materials are not authorized for use in or in connection with FDA Class III devices or military, automotive or 
aviation applications and shall in no circumstances be used in weapons of mass destruction or systems capable of delivering such weapons.

SILICON LABS DOES NOT WARRANT THAT PRODUCT DOCUMENTATION OR SUPPORT MATERIALS WILL MEET YOUR REQUIREMENT OR THAT 
THEIR OPERATION WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED OR THAT ANY SOFTWARE WILL BE ERROR-FREE.  PRODUCT DOCUMENTATION AND SUPPORT 
MATERIALS ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" AND "WITH ALL FAULTS." SILICON LABS MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, REGARDING THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, RELIABILITY, OR SUITABILITY OF PRODUCT DOCUMENTATION OR 
SUPPORT MATERIALS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR 
NON-INFRINGEMENT.  SILICON LABS DISCLAIMS ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES.

Trademark Notice

Silicon Laboratories®, Silicon Labs®, Silabs®, and the Silicon Labs S-logo as well as other product or service names used herein are trademarks or 
registered trademarks of Silicon Laboratories Inc.  For more information, please visit: Silicon Labs Trademark Use Guidelines - Silicon Labs. Arm®, 
Cortex® and Keil® are trademarks or registered trademarks of Arm Holdings or Arm Limited. All other third-party products or brand names 
mentioned herein are trademarks of their respective holders.
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